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No. 456 


Peace-time 
conscription 
and training 


for A.R.P. 


Govt. plans forecast 


S the Government trying to pre- 

pare-the public mind| for peace-time 
military conscription and permanent 
ARP—despite officially voiced hopes 
that unity between the Big Three will 
ensure lasting peace? 


Two London evening newspapers 
last Friday carried reports apparently 
based on knowledge of the Govern- 
ment’s intentions. 


The Evening News declared: 


“ARP is likely to become a per- 
manent peace-time institution. 
The question is one which the 
Cabinet is considering with other 
post-war plans like conscription. 


“No decision has been reached so 
far, but most members of the 
Government are believed to favour 
its continuation. 


“Already ARP instructors are 
being sounded to see if they are 
willing to continue after the war. 
It is probable that there will be 
compulsory training for everybody 
who is eligible.” 

The report also recalled that Wing- 
Commander Sir Eric Hodsoll, In- 
spector-General of Civil Defence, has 
already said that ARP should con- 
tinue after the war. 


One year’s service 


The prospects of peace-time military 
conscription were given in a report in 
The Star, which said: 


“An important announcement 
about a modified form of conscrip- 
tion to be continued after the 
European war is over will probably 
be made by Mr. Churchill when he 
next reviews the war situation 
within the next two months. 


“It is certain that some form of 
conscription to the armed forces 
will continue for a number of years 
after the war against Germany 
and Japan ig over.” 

In an outline of “what is likely to 
take place,” the reporter made these 
forecasts (among others): 

“In the period between the defeat of Ger- 
Many and the defeat of Japan, men aged 18 to 
28 will be conscripted in the usual way, but 
there will be a re-introduction of the schedule 
of reserved oecupations. 

“When Japan, too, is defeated and peace 
returns to the world, a big voluntary recruiting 
campaign for the armed forces will be launched. 

“For some years boys aged 18 or 20 (the are 
has not yet been finally decided) will be called 
up for one year's service in the Forces.” 

There seems no reason to doubt that 
these reports reflect the Government’s 
Present intentions. Disclosure of the 
plans under consideration may, 
indeed, be regarded as a good way of 
“breaking the news gently”—and 
even, perhaps, of getting some idea of 
public reaction to it. 


THICKER THAN 
WATER 


Under the above heading the 


American  news-magazine, 
reports (Feb. 19): 


“In the continuing mop-up of 
enemy remnants in the Marianas, 
a Japanese was captured, so badly 
wounded that he could not survive 
without a blood transfusion. <A 
company commander, who knew 
that his men had been so sickened 
by Jap tactics that they believed 
the only good Jap was a dead Jap. 
made the gesture of asking for 
volunteers. Every man jin_ the 
company offered to give blood.” 


Time, 


March 9, 1945 2d. 


Partners in 


ROLE OF BIG THREE : 


re-building 


or rivals in power? 


NLY two members, representing the ILP, voted against the 
Government resolution to approve the results of the Crimea 
conference. Mr. Eden voiced the general sense of the House 

when he spoke of the unity of the Big Three: 


“He believed that if they could 
hold this unity they could establish 
peace for 25 or 50 years—who 
could say?—but unless they could 
hold it there would be no peace for 
anything like that period of time.” 
Mr. Roosevelt’s thought moved in _a 

ui tier stratosphere of optimism. He 
said: 

“No single accomplishment of the 
Crimea conference stood out above 
the others. Progress had been 
made all along the line, just as 
there had been progress towards 
an improved world every few 
months since the war began.” 

The second sentence takes one’s 
breath away. Unless we read it as 
inspired by the purely American con- 
text, it sounds like stark madness in 
a European ear. 


The hope of peace 


ET there is justification for Mr. 

Roosevelt’s optimism, apart from 
the fact that it is the only congenial 
note for an American leader to sound. 
Mr. Roosevelt is likely to achieve the 
end on which he has set his heart: to 
earry the US into participation in an 
organization for world-security. If 
that happens, the world may have a 
breathing-space, to lick its innumer- 
able wounds and perhaps emerge out 
of the fog of hitherto impenetrable 
stupidity into which it has been 
blindly tearing at the foundations of 
its own life, 

Though history teaches us that 
nothing could be more precarious than 
a combination of great Powers, it 
may be that we are in a period of his- 
tory in which historical precedent is 
no guide. “If we can hold this unity 
.. ” may not be a condition impossible 
of fulfilment. It would be a poor ser- 
vice to humanity to pronounce 
definitely that it is. 


Real progress needed 
EQUALLY, it would be a poor 


service to humanity to ignore the 
obstacles. World-peace cannot be 
secured by the determination of the 
holders of material power to suppress 
the overt moves to war. That may 
serve for a little while; but unless 
the world-organization is moving 
steadily and with settled purpose 
towards the creation of a genuine 
society of nations, the edifice will 
quickly crumble. There are as yet no 
certain signs that the Big Three have 
more than a superficial conception of 
‘what is involved in the creation of a 
fenuine society of nations, 

The exclusion of Sweden and 
Switzerland and the Argentine from 
the forthcoming conference at San 
Francisco, because they have not 
declared war against Germany, and 
the inclusion of Turkey, Chile and 
Paraguay because they have, is pre- 
posterous. But moral obliquity of 
this kind is not necessarily fatal. 
Neutrals who are cold-shouldered 
now, will pocket their pride and 
ignore the bad manners of the big 
shots, if they are once convinced that 
they are to be treated as friends and 
not as inferiors. 


Attitude towards Europe 


YISHE clue to the future lies in the 
» “3 . 

treatment of Europe, including 
Germany. Unless the Big Three are 
seriously preparing to take full 
responsibility for the concerted 
restoration of Europe as a going con- 
cern, a period of prolonged peace is 
unthinkable. 

If Europe is to be regarded as terri- 
tory in which the great Powers are to 
stake out spheres of influence with 
a view to securing themselves against 
each other, war will inevitably ensue. 
That process was proceeding merrily 
between Teheran and the Crimea. To 
suppose it has suddenly been put into 
reverse calls for something more than 
optimism, 

But it may have been checked for 
the moment. That is all. Unless a 
quite different process is set in 
motion, the former process will be re- 
sumed, with the old momentum. That 


Observer’s 
Commentary 


TOWARD A CONSTRUCTIVE 
PEACE - 4 


Colonies 
are pawns 
no longer 


by Dr. RITA HINDEN 


Secretary of the Fabian Colonial 

Bureau, and a contributor to a 

symposium entitled “Four Colonial 

questions: How _ should’ Britain 

act?” recently published by Allert 
& Unwin. 


ERE can be no such thing 


H 
is why, in the political field, so much T as a firm and happy peace 


depends on the way the Polish agree- 
Ment is operated. Will the new 
government of Poland be eye-wash— 
Lublin with a pseudo-democratic 
fagade—or the genuine creation of a 
popular government on a new basis? 


Poland’s “independence” 


[HE real problem of creating a 

society of nations becomes 
apparent. It is not unreasonable that 
Russia should openly insist that the 
new government of Poland should be 
friendly to her. On the other hand, 
it is probable that any government 
which the Poles, in exile and at home, 
freely chose for themselves would not 
be friendly to Russia. The only 
solution is that there should be a 
mass-conversion of the Poles to the 
necessity of friendly relations with 
Russia as the indispensable condition 
of their own independence. 

If the Poles retort, as they logically 
may, that independence consists in 
being free to have what relations you 
like with your neighbours, the only 
answer is that the time is now past 
when independence of that kind was 
possible. Friendly relations with 
one’s neighbours are now the con- 
dition of national independence. But 
unless those friendly relations are 
conceived as reciprocal—unless it is 
just as incumbent on Russia .to make 
friends with Poland as it is for 
Poland to make friends with Russia— 
independence becomes a farce. 


Test for Russia 


So the world waits with bated 

breath to see whether Russia in- 
tends to try to make friends with the 
Poles. It is unfair to Russia to repre- 
sent that her insistence on the Curzon 
line is in itself an act of tyranny. 
It is not unfair to her to maintain 
that her treatment of the Poles since 
1939 has been such that it calls for 
a tremendous act of faith in the 
average Pole to believe that Russia 
means honestly by Poland. 

In this matter the responsibility of 
Britain and US is very great. If their 
representatives wink at evasions and 
deceptions, in the name of “preserving 
the unity” of the Big Three, they will 
make the disruption of that unity 
inevitable. Unless it is for the pur- 
pose of sheltering the growth of a 
society of nations, it is a mere 
tyranny. And the growth of a society 
of nations depends entirely on the 
establishment of honest friendly re- 
lations between big nations and small 
ones, of which Poland is the crucial 
test. 

In such a one-sided relation of 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


without a settlement of the 


“colonial problem.” 

A large fraction of mankind (about 
300 million people, excluding the 
further hundreds of millions in India) 
falls within the category of “de- 
pendent peoples,” living under alien 
domination and _ ceuffering from 
wretched conditions of existence; and 
the growing agitation and discontent 
among these peoples is a fostering 
sore which must always threaten the 
health of the whole of human society. 
Not only this, but the rivalries for 
power over dependent areas have 
been one of the causes of war for 
centuries. 

For centuries colonies have been a 
battleground where warring imperial 
nations have met and fought, and for 
centuries they have figured as pawns 


“The achievement of political 
and economic freedom for India 
and for all dependent peoples” 
ts one of the specific objectives 
called for, as part of a policy 
designed to remove the causes 
of conflict, in the Natjonal 
Petition for a Constructive 
Peace promoted by the National : 
Peace Council, : 

The parts that must be 
played, both by the big Powers 
and by the colonial peoples 
themselves, if the aim in ques- : 
tion is to be reached, are dis- : 
cussed in this article by an : 
expert on the colonies, : 

Next week's article in this : 
series will be by F. L. 
JOSEPHY, M.A. 


in peace settlements. This war has 
been no exception—Abyssinia, Libya, 
Tripoli, Syria, Burma, Malaya, the 
Philippines, the East Indies have all 
been overrun by the armies of the 
great Powers; and what is to become 
of all these, and many other 
“colonial” territories must again 
figure largely in the peace talks. Can 
these thorny problems be settled this 
time with more far-seeing vision? 
* 
MPYHERE is little doubt or division 


of opinion any longer as to the 
aims towards which colonial policy 
should be directed—a rapid advance 
towards self-government, a raised 
standard of living to be secured 
through economic planning, the re- 
tention of the resources of the colonies 
for the benefit of their own people, 
the assurance of civil liberties and the 
right to organize in their own 
democratic associations—al! this is 
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YALTA AND THE H. Q. FUND 


HAT on earth have they.to do with each 
other? This, that in their own way and 
measure, both aim at shaping the world of the 
future. As envisaged by the great Powers it is, 
so far as we can see, ta be a world with MORE 
militarism in all its forms than ever before. 
Their analysis of the cause of wars, and con- 
sequently their remedy, is simple, and false— 
the theory of the one incorrigibly aggressive 
people. 


We find this analysis supported even by 
peace-organizations like the LNU whose execu- 
tive committee sets forth two ways in which 
further German aggression can be prevented: 


| (1) That the German people should cease to 


wish to make war on their neighbours; (2) So 
long as the wish to make war remains, suc- 
cessive generations (of the great Powers) 
should enforce the conditions which make it 
impossible to gratify the wish. They rightly 
add that the first is the most effective remedy 
but “‘is far too dangerous to rely on, and for 
immediate action the second alternative is the 
only possible course.” 

This vicious circle allows no examination of 
the causes of German aggressiveness or other 
roots of war, and their removal. The future 
peace of the great Powers’ world rests on the 
unfounded hope that when one allegedly unique 


and innate peace-disturber has been smashed 
heyond recognition, perhaps beyond recovery 
(at least psychological) for centuries, but in 
which nothing has been done to eradicate the 
deeper-seated evils that cause conflict, the three 
most mightily armed nations the world has 
ever seen will live happily ever after. 


Placing no reliance in such fairy tales, 
though desirous to support all government 
Policy which truly makes for peace, the PPU 
in its various committees puts its faith in hard 
thinking upon the constructive conditions of 
peace, 

We need your continuous co-operation and 
support. That is where the Headquarters Fund 


comes in. 
MAUD ROWNTREE 
CORDER CATCHPOOL 


Joint Treasurers 


Contributions to Headquarters Fund since 
Feb. 23: £9 2s. 6d. Year’s total to date: £105 
93. 9d. (Owing to an error the figure given for 
the fortnightly total in the last appeal was in 
fact the total to date.) Donations to the Fund 
should he sent, marked ‘‘Headquarters Fund,”’ 
to the Treasurers at Dick Sheppard House, 6 
Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
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Crimea and the future , 


‘HE general attitude towards the 
Crimea conference can be summed 
up as hoping for the best. Mr. 
Churchill’s speech did not increase 
the hopefulness. His long defence of 
the Polish settlement had all the 
marks of special pleading: and it was, 
we think, a serious mistake to repre- 
sent what was obviously the best that 
could be got as in itself a just and 
reasonable settlement. It was unfor- 
tunate too that Mr. Churchill should 
have even appeared*to argue that it 
was evidence of Russian magnanimity 
that the new Polish frontier was 
200 miles to the east of the Russian 
frontier in ‘Czarist days—-when an 
independent Poland did not exist. 


But far more ominous were his 
words about the transfer of German 
territories to Poland in the West: 

“We need not fear that the task of holding 
these’ new lines will be toa heavy for Poland or 
that it will bring about another German 
revenge, or that it will, to use a conventional 
phrase, become a seedling, or will lay the seeds 
of future wars. We intend to take steps far 
more drastic and effective than those which 
followed the last war because we know so much 
more about this business as to render all 
offensive action by Germany utterly impossible 
for generations to come.” 

There is not here even a semblance 
of a foundation of justice. The terri- 
tories are to be taken from Germany, 
and Germany is to be made incapable 
of war to regain them for generations 
to come. We may grant the rough 
justice of the Curzon line in the East. 
Mr. Churchill has the right to defend 
it as the best that capable men, cer- 
tainly not biassed in favour of 
Russia, could draw. But precisely 
the same argument applies to the 
1919 frontier between Germany and 
Poland. It was the best that capable 
men could draw who were certainly 
not biassed in favour of Germany. 
Why compensate Poland for the loss of 
territories to which she had no right, 
by giving her others to which she has 
none? We are not referring to the 
transfer of East Prussia, which seems 
to us the best of many evils, but to 
that of Silesia. 


It is impossible not to fear that 
the seeds of future wars are being 
sown by an arrangement so mani- 
festly devoid of all principle. It is 
impossible to believe that the 


In next week’s Peace News 


Maj.-Gen. J. F.C. 
FULLER 


will write on 


‘Voluntary Service 
versus Censcription” 


March 


peace Commentary 
(15 Ormsby Gardens, Greenford: 3d.) 


features an appraisal of the Yalta 
decisions. Bill Grindlay puts the 
“Youth” problem in its wider setting, 
Donald Port dissents from “uncon- 
ditional acceptance” of Beveridge, and 
George Mackie surveys “Gambling.” 
John Eliot examines the magic 418-0. 


NON-VIOLENCE 
AND GERMANY 


by ——e 


MAURICE CRANSTON 
with a section by 
WILFRED WELLOCK 
6d 


Postage 1d. 


BOOKSHOP, Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1 
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measures to be taken to incapacitate 
Germany from war to right the plain 
injustice will. be effective for genera- 
tions. Ten years hence the injustice 
will be palpable to all; and the world- 
security organization will appear in 
European eyes, and probably also in 
British, merely as an organization to 
perpetuate it. -And, if one thing is 
certain from past experience, it is 
that a world-security organization 
cannot be made to march in a pal- 
pably unjust cause: the League of 
Nations could not march in a just one. 


* 


But the Russians will see to it. 
See to what? With all their faults 
the Russians are more realistic about 
the dangers of holding Germany 
down than we are. The inordinate 
expansion of Poland to the West is 
not an arrangement the Russians are 
likely to guarantee for long. A Ger- 
many which, as the Germany of the 
future must, makes it a maxim of 
policy not to fall foul of Soviet 
Russia, wil] not be long in coming to 
terms with her. To imagine that hos- 
tility between Russia and Germany 
will be perpetual is foolishness. It 1s 
equally foolish to imagine that either 
this country or the USA will be per- 
petually prepared to fight for the 
integrity of an artificia] Poland 
created, in fact, by the opportunist 
embarrassment of Mr. Churchill. 


Not only so, but the creation of 
this artificial Poland must be a huge 
obstacle in the way of the economic 
restoration of Europe: the dire and 
overriding necessity for which seems 
to have been kept well in the back- 
ground at Yalta. It will, we think, 
come to be regarded in the future as 
a characteristic revelation of the in- 
capacity of our statesmen—that Mr. 
Churchill had nothing whatever to 
say about the clamant need for 
alleviating the physical misery and 
reconstructing the material ruin of 
Europe. It wil] not be long before 
that misery and ruin and its conse- 
quences put the political schemes into 
real human perspective. 


WE MUST REGAIN 


THE SOCIALISM OF 
FREEDOM 


HE war-cry of the early 
socialists was freedom: the 
freedom of the human 

spirit. The war-cry of the 
modern socialist is freedom from 
want. Both freedoms are neces- 
sary, but William Morris and his 
school contended, rightly, that a 
socialism which gave freedom to 
a man’s spirit would almost 
automatically give it to his body 
also. 


In 1895, just before his death, 


William Morris wrote: 

“The socialist aim is not the improvement of 
conditions but the change in position of the 
working classes, for the socialist has full con- 
fidence that the change in position must have 
the immediate consequence of the bettering of 
condition.” 


He described the agitation for “£2 
a week instead of £1, eight hours’ 
work instead of 9, 10, 12, outdoor 
relief galore” ag “demi-semi- 
socialism.” These are fine, he said, 
“but we will not even think of them 
unless we can use them for getting all 
the benefits which we know will 
follow on the abolition of privilege 
and the realization of equality.” 
Those benefits included “a life to 
which the perception and creation of 
beauty shall be felt to be as necessary 
to man aS his daily bread.” 


Pioneers’ message 


When I entered the socialist move- 
ment, it was the practice of its most 
influential and best-loved speakers to 
lay chief emphasis on spiritual and 
human factors. The first time I heard 
Keir Hardie he moved a_ packed 
audience in a manner that I have 
never seen surpassed, by a homily on 
the dignity of man—yea, the working 
man. Those remarks went even 
deeper, and made a profounder im- 
pression on his working-class audience 
than his previous remarks on wages, 
important as they undoubtedly were. 

Moreover when, years ago, I studied 
the origins of the co-operative move- 
ment, I discovered that all its early 
pioneers laid chief emphasis on the 
demand for “an equal.society.” The 
early socialists and co-operators alike 
saw in the four walls of a capitalist 


LETTERS 


Montague Norman and 
the Nazis 


In my Peace News pamphlet “Were We to 
Blame Too?” which was recently reprinted. 
there is on page 11 a quotation from The 
Tribune (Oct. 24, 1942) of a statement alleged 
to have been made by Montagu Norman, to the 
effect: ‘“‘We will have to give Germany a loan 
of £50.million; we may never be paid back, 
but it will be a less loss than the fall of 
Nazism.” Lord Norman, upon my _ inquiry. 
writes that he in fact never made such a 
remark. I promised to send a disclaimer to 


you. 
FRANK R. HANCOCK 
The Conagar, Liandogo, Chepstow, Mon. 


Beveridge and socialism 


It would be interesting to know whether 
Wilfred Wellock has read Beveridge’s “Full 
Employment in a Free Society.” 

There are certain essential Hberties, Bever- 
idge claims, which are more important than 
full employment itself. Of these, freedom in 
choice of occupation is one. That this freedom 
ean operate only within certain limits should 
be clear, but perhaps it is necessary to point 
out—I quote Beveridge’s example—that a man 
is not free to choose to be Archbishop of 
Canterbury if that post ta already filled. 

It is true that Beveridge's is the most radical 
plan for full employment yet produced, but it 
is the policy of the Liberal Party only. Even 
in distorted form, therefore, it can scarcely be 
adduced as evidence of “The Decay of British 
Socialism.” ‘ 

RONALD H. SMITH 
2 Kirkdale Corner, Westwood Hill, S.E.26. 


Rolland’s pacifism 
In December, 1931, when Gandhi stayed with 


Romain Rolland at Villeneuve on his way back 
to India after the Round Table: Conference, it 
was the first time they had met and RR held 
to his non-violence. 

A year or two later—I can't be certain if it 
was ’34 or '36, but I’m almost sure it was '36 
—I was in India at the time when Gandhi 
received Rolland’s letter telling him he had 
given up this position. I saw the letter. 


MURIEL LESTER 
International FoR, 38 Gordon Sa., W.C.1. 


Test of sincerity 


Nothing short of a miracle can now prevent 
the defeat and disarming of Germany. 


Is this 


the moment to get busy with the idea that 
Max Plowman was discussing in 1936 of a 
Pacifist International? Could we test the sin- 
cerity of the Yalta decisions by this means? 
If the aim of tHat conference was to create a 


peaceful world, could the “powers that be” 
logically prevent us from organizing a Pacifist 


International ? 
EDWIN BOWER 
(Sec. Rossendale PPU Group) 
80 Bury Rd., Edenfield, 


Ramsbottom, Manchester. 
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No people must be forced under 
sovereignty under which it does not 
wish to live. No territory must change 
hands except for the purpose of 
securing those who inhabit it a fair 
chance of life and liberty. No indem- 
nities must be insisted on except those 
that constitute payment for manifest 
wrongs done. No readjustments of 
power must be made except such as 
will tend to secure the future peace 
of the world and the future welfare 
and happiness of its peoples, 

And then the free peoples of the 
world must draw together in some 


common covenant, some genuine and: 


practical co-operation, that will in 
effect combine force to secure peace 
and justice in the dealings of nations 
with one another. The brotherhood of 
mankind must no longer be a fair but 
empty phrase; it must be given a 
structure of force and reality. The 
nations must realize their common life 
and effect a workable partnership to 
secure that life against the aggres- 
sions of autocratic and self-pleasing 
power. 

—Woodrow Wilson, message to the 
Russian Government, June 8, 1917. 


says WILFRED WELLOCK 


in the second of his articles on 

“True and False Socialism.” The 

final article, “From Insurance to 

National. Socialism,” will appear 
the week after next. 


factory the symbol of oppression and 
spiritual servitude. Hence _ their 
primary concern was to raise the 
status of the worker and the dignity 
of his labour. 


Conflict in eighties 


I have previously referred to the 
conflict which took place in the 
‘eighties between William Morris and 
the Webbs on this issue. Here is 
what Arthur J. Penty says about it 
in “Old Works for New,” written in 
19138: 

“Morris saw in industrialism a great ugly 
fact which produced shoddy goods and sweated 
the workers, and he knew that these things 
had a common cause. Mr. Webb, on the other 
hand, without the fine aesthetic perception of 
Morris, saw only the sweated workers. He 
thought he could find a remedy for sweating as 
a separate and detached issue, and accepted 
industrialiam as an established fact in the 
belief that it might be humanized... The 
issue which brought that struggle to a head 
was whether or not the movement should 
organize itself for political action. Morris and 
his supporters opposed this new development, 
insisting that, for some time to come, not 
politics but education should be the order of 
the day. But they were defeated, and from 
that day forward it became increasingly the 
policy of the movement to suppress within 
itself all forme of intellectual activity which 
were subversive to the political propaganda.'™ 

The essence of that socialism was 
freedom: the freedom of the in- 
dividua] to enter upon a self-chosen 
vocation, to participate in creative 
labour as a partner in a comradeship 
of creative life, issuing In a beautiful 
and inspiring environment, g happily 
functioning community, and a satisfy- 
ing life. 


Aims of the State 


It should be the primary aim of the 
State to afford this freedom to all its 
citizens, and to this end to limit the 
amount of land, property and riches 
which individuals may possess, A 
socialist State of this order would 
organize jts economy on simple lines. 
It would seek to promote qa quali- 
tative production and the maximum 
development of the creative powers of 
all its members. Hence it would con- 
centrate on the small workshop, 
whose workers would control its pro- 
cesses and its production, operating 
as a guild. There would be an in- 
ternal price system which would 
make a good living the first charge 
upon industry, and the right of every 
creative member of the community. 


In order to achieve the highest 
degree of economic democracy, an 
attempt would be made to organize a 
regional economy, each region having 
a wide range of industrial production 
and thus being able to satisfy its 
materia] needs in large measure. 
These conditions would make possible 
an integrated individual and an inte- 
grated society, which would be sup- 
ported in church and school by teach- 
ing which extolled the values of 
creative labour, of neighbourliness 
and community, and presented a re- 


ligious interpretation of life which 
embraced as brethren and co-workers 
human beings everywhere without 
distinction of race, creed, class or 
colour. 


That is the socialism that has been 
side-tracked by the dehumanizing, 
anti-socia] industrialism of the last 
hundred and fifty years. It is the 
socialism that must be regained if 
humanity is to rise in all its strength 
and its glory, and achieve the dignity, 
the nobility and the fullness of 
stature which still lie embedded in its 
being as a hidden promise. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of sdvertisementa 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Home: quarterly, 3s. 3d.; yearly. 129. 6d. 
Abroad: quarterly, Qe. 9d.; yearly, 10s. 6d. 
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P.P.U. COLUMN 


Pa, 


Ps stands for Public Action Committee. 
; Also it is the first syllable of Pacifism, 
which may remind us that without public 
action we're left only with an IF and an ISM. 
It is also a reminder that the public action is 
only part of the larger whole, that it must be 
peaceful and creative. 


_ Max Plowman, as usual, said it to perfec- 
tion: “Pacifism without an imaginative policy 
is simply feeble-mindedness. And that’s where 
we stand today—all waiting while Winston 
wins his war, and then hoping to cash in on 
our virtuous ‘witness’!—It’s no better than a 
sick belly-ache. It is, in fact, a disgrace.” 


And—more sedately—to the Forethought Com- 
mittee, “I think the PPU will only be true to 


itself ag it is able to create objectives which 
can he pursued in hope and_ confidence. 
Directly it stands still it is lost. The very 
effort to stabilize itself is misconceived, for it 
can only achieve stability in action.” 


Max's line of action was experiments in 
social living. He could move fast enough when 
a protest against civilian bombing was afoot, 
but on the whole he found political action 
“impolitic. In all of which he faithfully 
represented much of what is best in the PPU. 
Public action is not only a questien of propa- 
ganda; there is no sharp dividing-line between 
active service work and that other service of 
informing and appealing to the public con- 
science to support reforms that would make 
some of the personal service unnecessary. At 
any rate our skirmishing in the political field 
must be revolutionary as to means. Truth and 
non-violence are not going to be planks in any 
Party's platform at the next General Election. 

* * * 

How in 1945 are we to create “objectives 
which can be pursued in hope and confidence”? 
Not, as a correspondent rightly remarised last 
week, by being frightened of arousing contro- 
versy within the PPU. Nor by arguing about 
what is or is not logically relevant to pacifism 
so much as by understanding on what matters 
public conscience js touched, or can be touched, 
and helping to develop that conscience and 
make it articulate. The treatment of children 
in remand homes, the continuation of military 
conscription, hunger in “liberated” Europe—if 
we can turn disquiet on any such questions 
into work for a creative solution we shall be 
doing our job. There is no regimentation—we 
need not all be doing the same job; but large 
numbers of us might agree to work together as 
we did on the Food Relief Campaign without 
reflection on others and to the advantage of 
the cause, 

In helping to choose these issues, to focus 
attention on them, to gather information and 
commend proposed remedies, the Public Action 
Committee may be of some service, up to the 
limit of its human resources. But public action 
is what the PPU does outside its own ranks— 
not what is done by a central committee. 

The PPU set out to isolate war—and war 
has got its own back by largely isolating the 
PPU. Yet Mr. Eden will promise only that the 
next world war may be deferred for twenty- 
five or fifty years if the triple alliance holds, 
and about half the British people are said to 
believe the war will go on after some such 
interval. So we're scarcely redundant, and 
we've got twenty-five or fifty years (which for 
most of us means, appropriately enough, a 
lifetime) to bridge the gulf between ourselves 
and the common people to whom we belong 
and through them to build the bridge between 
peoples that will finally isolate war. 

PAC? Yes, of course it stands for Publie 
Assistance too. But then our public action 
won't be the real thing unless it is public 
assistance and until it gets some assistance 


from the public. 
ROY WALKER 


CLASSIFIED 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY SELSEY. Rushmere Guest House.|Ry. London, §.W.5. t : sceivedieat 
TERMS: Cash with order. Copy by|Comfortable. Homely, 200 yards from g or voting papers ta be received at 

Monday. 2d. per word, minimum 2s |3sea. From three guineas. Groups|" DESTRUCTION AND CON-!H.Q. not later than Mar. 13. 
6d. (Box No. 6d, extra.) Maximum|catered for. Victor Smith (Manager /STRUCTION (Rev, H. J. Dale);! ¢.0. SHORT OF sufficient capital 
i“Socialism is not enough (ford | tg complete sound youth scheme would 


length: 50 words. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Address for Box!for Stephen Stoner & Co. Ltd.). 


New balance of power leaves 
grounds for hope 


M[PPHE actual results from the war 
up to date were hardly what Mr. 
Churchill probably expected when he 
put himself at the head c” our “re- 
sistance movement” in 940. said 
Vera Brittain, speaking last Friday 
on “The Outlook for the Peace’ in 
the Nationa] Peace Council's series of 
lunch-hour addresses at the Kings- 
| way Hall, London, 
Briefly these results would seem 
to be: first, the establishment of the 
US as economically the strongest 


Power in the world; secondly, the 
reduction of 
the British€ 


Empire to a 
second - rate 
Power; 
thirdly, the 
tran sforma- 
tion of  the§ 
Continent to a® 
condition of® 
hunger, ruin 
and misery; 
and fourthly, 
the domination 
of that con-§ 
tinent by 
Russia. Brit- 
ain’s fight for 
“freedom” had 
therefore re- 
sulted in the 
replacement irr 
Europe of one totalitarian system by 
another. 

In such a picture, what grounds 
for hope could there be? In spite of 
the disappointments which came out 


VERA BRITTAIN 


of Yalta, and particularly the .:o- 
called realistic decision on Poland, 
there did seem to have been real 


efforts on the part of the Big Three 
to attain unity, based on _ their 
realization that the failure to achieve 
it would mean the eclipse of civiliza- 
tion. President Roosevelt had com- 


Both the USA and Russia 
possessed immense undeveloped re- 
sources, and, as they were widely 
separated geographically and had no 
obvious reasons for clashing, jt might 
be that the establishment of a real 
friendship between them would of 
itself! ;prevent the third world war. 
Possibly the realism and cynicism of 
present-day thinking may be a better 
specific for peace, said Miss Brittain, 
than the idealism of the 1920's. 

There seemed to be at least a possi- 
bility that the disarmament of Ger- 
many, which this time was likely to 
be maintained, would in the hong run 
prove to be a constructive experiment 


which others would want to copy. 

(Today's speaker in this series of meetings 
will be Mr. Hugh Redwood (Religious Editor 
of the News Chroniele) at 1.10 p.m.) 


BRISTOL GIRL SENTENCED 


Miss Joan Harding, aged 21, of Fishponds, 
Bristol. : member of the local No Conscription 
League. was fined £5 and £2 10s. costs at 
tol nolice court on Feb. 26 for refusing to 
obey a Ministry of Labour direction. She told 
the court that she had no intention of obeying 
the Girection and stated that she would not pay 
the fine, accepting the alternative of one 
month's imprisonment. 
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12-MONTH SENTENCE 
FOR SECOND TIME 


Home Office approached 


eo) OHN W. Heslop, of Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne, has been sentenced to 
twelve months’ imprisonment for the 
‘second time. 


At Halifax Borough Magistrates’ 
Court on Feb. 14 John Heslop was 
charged with failing to comply with a 
wide Tribunal condition, and it was 
stated that he had refused to register 
for military service and had subse- 
quently served a sentence of 12 
months imposed at Taunton for 


refusing medica] examination. 

After serving this sentence he was pro- 
visionally registered by the Ministry of 
Labour and his case was referred to a loca} 
tribunal. John Heslup refused to appear but, 
unknown to him, his employer had sent a 
testimonial to the tribunal. The latter, in his 
absence, registered him conditionally on under- 
taking whole-time work in agriculture with 
other alternatives. 

As an absolutist he refused to comply and 
was later “directed” to a specific job on the 
land. But when the summons was issued it 
was for failing to comply with his condition 
and, in spite of legal representation, the Court. 
decided to impose the maximum sentence of 


imprisonment. 
The Central Board for COs, which has 
already taken up the matter with the 


Ministry of Lahour, is asking the Home Office 
to review the sentence. 


LLF.C. DEPUTATION 
CONFERENCE 


To put Indians’ case =, 


A DELEGATION headed by Fenner 
+= Brockway, representing the In- 
dian Freedom Campaign, last week 
handed a memorandum concerning 
the conditions of Indians in South 
Africa to delegates of the British 
Commonwealth Relations Conference 
at Chatham House. 

The memorandum demanded that 
Indians in South Africa be given ful} 


mitted the [US to post-war inter- 
national co-operation to the limit of 
which he was capable, and so far this 
seemed to be welcomed by _ the 
majority of the American people. 


Neen eee eee ee EUEEEEEEEEEEEEEEOMT? 
1 RENOUNCE WAR ANDI! WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER ( 


This pledge, stgned by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR piedge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Se., wet 


osophy, theology, 


BOOKS ON PSYCHOLOGY, phil-; 


rights of franchise in local and pro- 
vineial elections, and urged all 
Dominions delegates to press for the 
immediate abolition of all racial dis- 
criminatory legislation. 

The memorandum recalled that 


E. M. FORSTER ON LIBERTY 


The first Ronald Kidd Memorial Lecture on 
“Two Views of Civil Liberty” will be delivered 
by Mr. E. M. Forster on Mar. 24, at 7 p.m., at 
Beaver Hall. Garlick Hil], Cannon St., E.C.4 
(close to Mansion House station) after the 
Annual General Meeting of the National *Coun- 
cil for Civil Liberties. The lecture will be open 
to the public. 


there are 


P.P.U. AREA 


mysticism, 


ology, politics, pacifism, fiction etc.|first post Mar. 13 at latest. 
No callers. Monthly lists 24d. stamp. 


SECRETARIES. 
liturgi-/A.G.M. resolutions to be received byjhelp look after two young children 


nt .{Country farm-house. 
-P.U, U CRE : 
Kingdom Books, 51 West Cromwell Rae Edm Eee Peace necded. 


WENT TO EMPIRE 


nearly 250,000 Indians in South Africa, and 
that the Pegging Act of 1943 denied them the 
right to acquire property in Durban in those 
areas considered to he predominantly European 
for purposes of occupation and investment. 
The Act provides for the extension of these 
restraints to other places in Natal. 

“It is now urgently necessary,” said the 
memorandum, ‘‘that Indians in South Africa 
and British Colonia} areas be given full rights 
of franchise in elections so that they may 
defend their right as citizens in the legislatures 
and local councils.” 


aE ~ 


Conscription in U.S.A. 


The hon. secretary of the Glasgow branch of 
the Women's International League for Peace 
and Freedom writes: “I was surprised,,in read- 
ing the article on ‘The Threat of Peace-time 
Conscription in the USA’ in Peace News for 
Feb. 23, to note that among the groups which 
had taken action against peace-time conscrip- 
tion there is no mentian of the Women’s Inter- 
national League in America. I enclose a copy 
of their magazine ‘Four Lights’ for December. 
which may be of interest to Peace News.” 

The magazine referred to by our correspond- 
ent reports the adoption, by the Nationa] Board 
of the WIL (meeting in Chicago last October 
together with delegates from 13 States), of a 
statement enumerating the objections to peace- 
time conscription and appealing to ‘‘both major 
presidential candidates and to all congressional 
candidates to declare their opposition to any 
1and all hills providing for permanent con- 
scription.” 


WOULD ANY WOMAN care to 


and assist with work in small West 
Help urgently 
Further detaijs and cash 
offered from Box 858, 

WANTED, HELPERS for country 
guest-house where attempt is being 


made to prepare for post-war recon- 
Hard 


No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd.. NA. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, auote its first 
words, classification, and date. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre 
quency of continuing advertisements. 


ACCOMMODATION 


: FOR ALL PROPERTIES available 
in N.W. ndon apply to. Messrs. 
McCraith & Brooks, 44 The Market 
Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines.) 

WANTED. TO RENT, unfurnished 
house, cottage, or self-contained flat, 


within daily reach Leicester. C.O. 
and wife. no children. Box 850. 
GLASGOW. Young couple, both 


C.O.s, urgently wish to rent or buy 
cottage or house, furnished or un- 
furnished, or furnished accommoda- 
tion within 15 miles Glasgow. Box 
851. 

MODERN well-fitted house to let in 
unsalubrious quarter of Walthamstow. 
82s. 6d. inclusive. Box 853. 

MODERN HOUSE WANTED in 
South London up to £2,000, also 
amall shops in busy areas. Please 
write: T.B.S., 310 Kennington Rd., 
S.E.11. 

A SMALL FURNISHED house or 
cottage is wanted urgently for twelve 
months or longer by the wife of a 
returning P.o.W. R.A.F. officer. South 
Manchester or Cheshire area preferred. 
Can anyone help? Box 854. 

YOUNG MAN. artistic interests, 
anxious obtain pleasant accommoda- 
tion close centra! London. Share with 
another: or furnished room, or two. 
Box 855. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. _ Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy helidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K, 


S. Ludlow, The Briars, Grich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. 
Ambergate 44.) 

HOLIDAY CAMPING HUTS to let 
(furnished), Chiltern Hills. Stormont 
Murray, Radnage, Bucks. (Phone: 
Radnage 110.) a 

COUPLE with boy aged 10 desire 
summer holiday; husband willing to 
assist host. Knowles, 30 Northcote 


Ave., Sheffield, 2. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FREEMOUNT, Bacton, Hereford. 
Full freedom for individual develop- 
ment and expression in co-education, 
Personal care in communal home of 
lovely surroundings. Modern health 
principles. From 7 yrs. Katherine 
and Peter Young, M.A.-Camb. 

FIND RECREATION and = new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 5s., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.3. (PRI. 5686.) 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


H. E. G. FERRIS, F.I.Cye.T., for 
New Cycles, Overhauls, Brazing, 
Stove Enamelling, Gear and Wheel 
Specialiat. 257 Bath Rd., Hounslow, 
Middx. Tel. HOU 3889. 

PROJECTORS, microscopes, binocu- 
lars, ete., for sale and wanted. Men- 
tion ‘‘Peace News."’ Appleton, 141 
Middleham Rd., N.18. 

HAS ANYONE a doll's pram for 
C.O.'s littl&8 daughter, age 3? Weston. 
8a Selby Rd., Penge, S.E.20. 

LADY'S COSTUMES and _ coats. 
Send s.a.e. for details. Stock size. 
Good quality and condition. Box 856. 

SEALYHAM DOG PUPPIES. 43 
months; champion pedigree; lovely 
heads, good bone; drug-free “nature 
cure” bred strain; natural disease 
resistance. Johnnie, sweet tempera- 
ment, very friendly, all-white, badger 
marked ear, £12 12s.; Oscar, natural 
aristocrat, exceptional specimen, all- 
white, 20 guineas. Sale conditions, no 
inoculations. Goodbun, 16a Cromwell 
Rd., Hove (Brighton). ‘ 


LITERATURE, etc. 


_ QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature resvecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee. 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 

“LEARN TO SPEAK.” hy Florence 
Surfleet, 1s. 6d. (Ie. 8d. post free), 
for use with groups or individually. 
Headley Brothers, 109 Kingsway. 


W.C.2. 


Rendall) ; ‘Ilya Ehrenburg and Lady! pe glad to hear of someone willing to 


Gibb” (Ruth Fry); Housing: Euro- . t 5 3 

pean Commentary; Poetry (Ronald Po)? ae ieee Une nl ee cocd.neresr. 
Mallone); “Christian Reconstruction 3 , 
Council’ (Reginald Field); “War; YOU WILL FIND true friendship 


Guilt"; ‘Lessons of History.” ‘‘Chris-,in the L. and H.C. Correspondence 

tian Party News-Letter,” 5d. (PN/Club. Send s.a.e. for particulars to 

1222), 30 Darby Rd., Oldbury. Secretary, L. and H.C.C.C., 39 Reigh- 
—_—_____--- ——_——_—— ton Rd., London, E.5. 

MEETINGS, etc. at 


BIRMINGHAM P.P.U.: members’ SITUATIONS VACANT 
ijmeeting. Friends House, Bull Street, 
6.30 p.m., Mon. Mar. 12. Fredrick; We cannot confirm satisfactory 
Lohr has had to cancel visit. Speaker|conditions of employment in all posts 
will be Harry Hilditch on subject|advertised. Applicants in doubt are 
arranged: ‘Pacifism and Politica.” recommended to consult the Central 


BOURNEMOUTH Post-war Recon-|Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
struction Group, 6 Wellington Road.|W:C-l, which will often be able to 
Fri.. Mar. 16. 7.30 p.m. Tom Burns|#!¥& useful advice. 

(repatriated prisoner-of-war): ‘‘Ex- WANTED, for St. Ives, Cornwall. 
periences in Greece.” A housekeeper for €.O. and family. 

MANCHESTER. Dr. A. D. Relden|Own furnished cottage, All meals and 
will lecture at Friends House. Mount|Wages offered to responsible person. 
St.. on Thur.. Mar. 15, at 7 p.m., on|Full particulars Box 841. 

“The Churches and the New Order.” WARDENS wanted for Quaker 
Chairman: Rev. F. H. Amphlett}hostel for elderly, Beechville, Bolton 
Micklewright, M.A.; and on Mon..|Married couple preferred: joint com- 
Mar. 19, a 7 p.m., on ‘Pax Christi.”";/mencing salary £200 p.a. and keen 
Chairman: Rev. F. W. Lines. Applications to Moore, 32 Beresford 

PATRICK FIGGIS on “The P.P.U.|Drive, Southport. 
and its Future.’’ Friends House, Eden! WANTED URGENTLY, 
St., Kingston. Thur.. Mar. 16, 7.45|Help for Guest-House and for catering 
p.m. panes on South Coast; full board 

an -sitting room provided; suit- 
ae eee te, Ao kena Sat., able for two friends. Write, stating 


Jameson on ; 
. w 
India. Non-members welcome. age and experience, Stephen Stoner 


and Co. Ltd., Selsey. 
WANTED IMMEDIATELY, 
PERSONAL eva alice The Beltane School, 
!Shaw, Melksham, Wilts. 
CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE) VEGETARIAN COOK or trainee 


CLUB. 
those desiring congenial pen-friend-|and centre (22 residents). Interesting 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN. | educational and social activities. Par- 
19 Ty Fry Gardens. Rumney, Cardiff. tics. of age, N.S. position, and experi- 


cinating Crafts with enormous post-| Youth House. 250 Camden Rd.. N.W.1. 


General! 


A, satisfactory medium for|required for young people’s community | 


struction on Christian basis. 
work but worth while. Salary un- 
certain. Box 859. 

CORNWALL. Housekeeper over 40 
required for young farmer only (no 
family). Very smal] farm-house. Full 
particulars. Box 860. 

LANDOWNER IN MIDLANDS re- 
quires two active young men. Mixed 


-|farm 800 acres. Box 861. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


DUPLICATING — TYPEWRITING. 
Prompt service. Expert work. Terms 
moderate. 1 Lower Church Rd., Rich- 
mond, Surrey. e 

RESPONSIBLE PERMANENT 
position as Farm Secretary required 
now or later. C.O., age 32, 5 yrs. on 
land. Experienced bookkeeping, ac- 
counts, correspondence, etc., connected 
with farm manngement. Comfortable 
modernized cottage essential. Home 
Counties preferred. Box 852, 

PART-TIME JOB urgently wanted 
by young man. Birmingham/district. 
Wide experience; anything considered. 
Write Box 862. 

PROFESSIONAL Secretarial Ser- 
vice. Duplicating, etc. Mabel Eyles, 
Aa te Vale, Southgate, N.14. PAL. 
386. 

C.0. LOOKING FOR progressive 
change in agricultural machinery 
world weuld like responaible position. 
Keen, energetic, and experienced with 
most modern farm machinery. Box 


mat-) 863. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY. Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problema. 


SOFT & WOOD Toy Making. Fas-jence if any to Organizing Secretary.) Western 8935. 


REG. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., N.C.P.. 


war possibilities. Simplified Patterns! LINOTYPE operator required by)Oxteopath and Naturopath. Nature- 
and Instruction Courses available.jprinters of Peace News. Trade Union|cure treatment of disease. 

List and leaflet free for stamped|house: good wages for the right man.|_ REGINALD BAILEY, N.C.P., 
addressed envelope. “Homeernfta|Apply Clifford) Printing Co.. 128.|Peychiatrist and Specialist in Eye 
Dept.,”. Toy Works. Loates Lane,|Manor-road. London, N.16. (Phone:;Treatment (Bates Method). 1384 Hop- 
Watford. STAmford Hill 2943.) Iners Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.21. Con- 


P.P.U. MEMBERS: A.G.M. Send! MARKET-GARDENING community 
Council Nominations to 6 Endsleigh|requires woman to help run_ house. 
St.. W.C.1, by Mar. 13. Unattached|Child welcome. Or married couple, 
members apply Area secretnries—see|man for land work. Agricultural 
list P.N. 2.3.45--for voting papers by|wages. Cheesecombe Farm, Hawkley, 
123.45. These dates adhered to. Liss, Hants. 


sultations by appointment. Postal] 


| advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 


FOUNTAIN PENS: all makes re- 
paired. quick service. 25% discount 
offered to agents. Write: T.B.S., 310 


Kennington Rd., S.E.11. 


4—PEACE NEWS, March 9, 1945 


“OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


material power, it is for the big 
nation to display generosity. Is 
Russia’s mighty power to be used 
humanely or not? That is the ques- 
tion. It will be decided in the next 
few months. Those of the Right who 
hold it, de fide, that Russia cannot 
behave humanely, and those of the 
Left who hold it, de fide, that Russia 
ean never behave otherwise, are 
equally blind to the real issue, and 
equally prejudicial to the growth of 
real friendship. 


Can Europe recover ? 


[HE material devastation deliber- 

_ ately inflicted on Europe during 
this war has not even yet reached its 
climax. There is, I think no parallel 
in history. With the limited means of 
destruction at his command, the 
legendary ravages of Attila were 
relatively parochial in scope. This 
war has been the masterpiece of a 
superlatively organized industrial 
civilization, its felo de se, the system- 
atic annihilation of its own dis- 
tinctive industries by its own dis- 
tinctive methods. 


My mind may be obsolescent; but 
I am not convinced by those who 
airily expatiate on its power of 
miraculous recovery. No doubt it is 
immense; but, in order to be up to the 
level of this little job, I suspect that a 
totalitarian organization of society 
for twenty years is the minimum re- 
quired. Gen. Fuller puts it thus in| 
one of his brief essays called ’Watch- 
words” (Skeffington, 12s. 6d.). 


“In 1920 or even in 1921 a few strokes of the 
pen could have cancelled out much of the 
damage done in 1919; but when al! that took 
two or three generations to build up has been 
pulverized into dust, will it not take a series of 
five-year plans to rehabilitate it?” 


Conditions of recovery 


JDESTRUCTION is incomparably 

more rapid than construction. 
My perhaps over-simple arithmetic | 
tells me that 6 years of European 
destruction will require at least 
24 years of construction. And that 
will suffice—here’s the snag—only if 
the organization of society for con- 
struction is as strict as the organiza- 
tion for destruction. 


Furthermore, reconstruction must 
be as internationally concerted as the 
destruction was internationally 
anarchic, The prevalent idea that the 
German people can be made to recon- 
struct Europe is lunacy. All they can 
conceivably do, over a long space of 
years, is to reconstruct whatever is 
left them of Germany. Already we 
are realizing that it is going to take 
many years to repair the destruction 
of domestic housing in England, where 
the destruction has been probably net 
one-tenth of that inflicted on 
Germany. Even in England, it is 
‘now admitted, the programme of re- 
housing is a chaos. What will it be 
in Germany? Those who dream that 
Germany can be left “to stew in her 
own juice’—Mr. Churchill’s classic 
phrase—will be asphyxiated by the 
poisonous vapours from the witches’ 
cauldron. 


P.P.U. CONFERENCE IN N.E. 


Wilfred Wellock was the speaker at the 
PPU North-Eastern Area week-end conference 
held in Newcastle recently. At the first session, 
Wilfred Wellock chose for his subject ‘The 
End of an Era” and summed up the world- 
wide events that have led up to the present 
state of chaos. 


Turning to ‘“‘What is to follow?” at the 
second session, Wilfred Wellock stated that 
there was no solution to the present crisis in 
civilization on the political level, and that he 
personally was more concerned to raise human 
values than the standard of living. The real 
trouble was that this age had no religion, no 
philosophy, no guiding principles, no spiritual 
roots. 


There-was a way out on the political level, 
but no hope, in present conditions, of building 
up a party to carry it through before the 
deluge. Its programme would include: the 
abandonment of a big export policy, a reason- 
ably balanced economy, industrial decentral- 
ization, a new industrial technique for the 
small workshop, a regional economy. In any 
event our problems could not be solved within 
a short time. 


There was an excellent attendance at both 


sessions. Keen discussion and questions fol- 
lowed both speeches. 


« Support for the nurses 


The five nurses who appeared at 
Bury police court on charges of un- 
lawful communication with German 
prisoners of war have received many 
letters of sympathy from people who 
say the case has been magnified out 
of all proportion, reported Reynolds 
News on Sunday. 


SACRIFICES AT HOME WOULD HELP 


HUNGRY 


EUROPE 


But Government fails to act 


By ROY WALKER 
“RK, VERYTHING must be done,” said Lord Selborne, speaking fer the 


Government in the House of 


Lords on Feb. 27 (and without 


deliberate irony), “to make life as tolerable. as possible for the people who 
have been freed.” He accepted Viscount Samuel’s motion asking that the 
supply of foodstuffs and other essentials should be regarded as “a matter 


of the utmost urgency,” but his speech 
made it plain—ag did also Mr. 
Churchill in the Commons on the 
same day—that the Government is 
still reluctant to ask Britain to make 
any sacrifices to increase immediate 
aid. 

Shipping, Lord Selborne agreed, 
was the “super-problem.” “There 
never was a time when we had so 
many ships as we have today, but 
never has there been such a shipping 
shortage. That is the major trouble 
in the case of Belgium. ... Belgium 
has always been much more dependent 
on imports than France, so that the 
shipping shortage is the big problem 
in regard to Belgium.” 

USING THEIR SHIPS 

Lord Winster, in the debate, had 
made the obvious plea: 

“TY can imagine those countries having some 
feeling of complaint when their shipping is 
kept in the Allied pool and shipping from that 
pool is used to bring us substantial quantities 
of food which are not available to those coun- 
tries. I feel sure that public opinion will sup- 
port the Government in endeavouring to relieve 
this vast mass of dreadful suffering... We 
have been well fed, we have kept pretty warm, 
we have been pretty well clothed, we have had 
good wages and, considering these things, if 
the Prime Minister tells us some sacrifice on 
our part will enable him to make good his 
pledge of 1940 and to relieve this burden of 
starvation and misery and cold, I feel sure the 
nation will respond.” 

To which Lord Selborne would only 

say that although “There is a gen- 
erous wish among the British people, 
who know that they are better off 
than the liberated territories, to send 
food and other supplies ... never- 
theless: 
“nobody has had too much, and the truth is 
that there is not too much in this country. 
Importation and distribution have been man- 
aged with such skill that we have always had 
sufficient, and no more than aufficient, and 
therefore the quantities of supplies that can be 
taken from these islands is necessarily very 
limited.” 


It is utterly untrue to say that 
“there is not too much in the country.” 
There are the “huge stockpiles” of 
which Samuel Rosenman, who heads 
the official American mission now in 
London, has recently spoken, and 
which certainly amount to several 
million tons of reserve foodstuffs. 
UNRRA has now freed its hands to 
send emergency supplies to France, 
Belgium, and Holland. I believe that 
the Government will be compelled to 
release some of its stocks if that 
emergency work is to be properly 


done. . 
OUR RESPONSIBILITY 

But the question of cutting down 
the British import programme and 
release shipping to carry  trans- 
Atlantic relief supplies is still urgent, 
and everyone should make known his 
willingness or otherwise to accept 
some curtailment of supplies to that 
end. We are still getting sugar from 
Mauritius, vegetable oil from Dakar 
and a_ grape-fruit apiece from 
Palestine! But those are no more than 
illustrations of the import _ pro- 
gramme of which the main facts are 
not public property. It is time they 
were. 

Meanwhile the Sydney conference 
of UNRRA shows that the im- 
perialists are alread} at their tricks. 
Britain, France and the Netherlands 
do not seek UNRRA aid for their 
colonies in the Pacific because 
“they did not want American UNRRA officials 
coming to Java, Malaya and French Indo- 
China distributing largesse, ‘breaking down 
the traditional relations between the white man 
and the native and laying a groundwork for 
foreign trade competition'."" (News Chronicle, 
Mar. 1.) 

Which makes uncomfortably plain 
the basis of “traditional relations 
between the white man and _ the 


native,” 


| Drastic change of policy 
needed 


A drastic change is needed in 
the policy of the Allies concerning 
relief measures in liberated lands, 
said a statement issued at the end 
of an international labour and 
socialist conference which met 
privately in London on Saturday, 
under the presidency of Mr. Hugh 
Dalter, President of the Board of 
Trade. The countries represented 
were Britain, Belgium, Italy, 
Holland, France, Norway, Czecho- 
Slovakia; Spain, and Palen: 

The conference received reports 
from delegates from wholly or 
partly liberated countries. Its 
statement drew attention to the 
“deplorable economic conditions” 
in these countries, and said that 
promises from the allied authori- 
ties of tnereased imports of 


urgently needed goods, far from 
adequate though they were, were 
not being fulfilled. 


| FrandamiPress 


Defence Committee 


T a meeting ta set up the Freedom 

Press Defence Committee, held in 
London last Saturday, it was agreed 
that Herbert Read should be chair- 
man. Simon Taylor was appointed 
treasurer. 


It was also agreed to invite representatives 
from all organizations who would be likely to 
support the principle of freedom of expression. 


COMMONS QUESTION 


Mr. G. R. Strauss had put down on the 
House of Commons Order Paper, for answer on 
Thursday of last week, a question asking 
whether the Home Secretary ‘authorized the 
police raid on Peace News on Dec. 12,” and 
seeking other infermation concerning the raid. 
. When the question was called Mr. Strauss 
said: “May I point out that ‘Peace News’ 
should be ‘Freedom Press’? In replying Mr. 
Herbert Morrison also pointed out the error. 

The Home Secretary’s reply disclosed that 
the search was authorized (under Defence 
Regulation 88a) by a Superintendent of Police, 
that five private houses had been searched and 
the occupants of three of them afterwards 
summoned. He also maintained that a type- 
writer might prove to be material evidence. 


Future of the colonies (continued from page I) 


common ground to liberal and pro- 
gressive thought everywhere. 


But none of these objectives can be 
achieved by the wave of a wand. No- 
one can “will” enlightened  self- 
government on to a people, or conjure 
ali the complex institutions of a stable 
democracy out of the air. Nor can 
economic well-being be charmed out 
of a hat like a rabbit. These are 
things that have to be built up 
through long and arduous struggle— 
it is a matter of evolving legal and 
administrative machinery, working 
out constitutions, grappling with the 
hostile physical nature of the tropics, 


| slowly helping to create the organs of 
}local initiative and responsibility. 


The abstract concept of “freedom” 
must be translated into all the insti- 
tutions of freedom—a consummation 
for which the European peoples have 
struggled for centuries in their own 
countries, still with so limited a 
success. None of this can be “given” 
to colonial peoples by a mere exercise 
of good intentions. 

What will be demanded from the 
peace settlement will be the creation 
and securing of the conditions 
whereby the colonial peoples may 
attain the accepted goals. 

The conditions will not exist under 
autocratic foreign control; they will 
not exist if colonial peoples are trans- 
ferred from one European Power to 
another like helpless pawns; they 
will not exist if alien economic in- 
terests overshadow their territories. 
Nor will it be enough merely to pre- 
vent any of these negative circum- 
stances—positive help of all sorts will 
be required—and for that machinery 
will have to be created, finance made 
available, skill, thought and_ infinite 
patience devoted to these tasks. 


* 


(THERE are as many as four levels 

at which colonial problems will 
have to be tackled in these con- 
structive ways. Firstly, there is the 


international level. Whatever de- 
cisions are made regarding individual 
organization or commission to super- 
vise general colonial affairs will need 


to be created as part of the new world 
authority. No longer can colonies be 
regarded as the exclusive possessions 
of the Powers, to deal with as they 
think fit. There must be account- 
ability to the public conscience of the 
world. 

The International Colonial Com- 
mission will undoubtedly have 
advisory and supervisory powers; be 
empowered to call for reports and 
perhaps undertake investigations; 
serve as an outlet for serious griev- 
ances. In addition, it may arrange 
the financing of certain aspects of 
colonial development, in which all 
nations share; the organization of re- 
search into problems common to all; 
the interchange of knowledge and ex- 
perience between one area and 
another. 

Secondly, there is the regional level. 
Certain areas have problems and con- 
ditions in common, which may not be 
shared by other colonial areas, and 
call for treatment on a regional basis 
cutting across frontiers and nation- 
alities. The Caribbean, South-East 
Asia, the Middle East, West Africa, 
East Africa—these are obvious re- 
gions into which colonial areas fall. 
During the war, there have been the 
beginnings of regiona] organization 
in some of these areas; and_ the 
results have been useful. The regional 
organizations will be the obvious off- 
shoots of the International Colonial 
Commission at the centre. 

The third level is the metropolitan 
level. For the time being the power 
of administration continues to rest in 
London, Paris, Brussels, the Hague. 
There is no suggestion that executive 
responsibility be handed over to any 
international organization—when it is 
transferred anywhere, it must be to 
the colonial peoples themselves. The 
metropolitan Powers will have a duty 
imposed on them to plan and aid 
political and economic progress in the 
Colonies; and, backed and scrutinized 
by world public opinion, to mainbain 
the conditions for the advance of the 
coloniat people towards a _ true 
freedom. 

Finally, there is the work to be done 
in the Colonies by the colonial peoples 
themselves. If the peace settlement 


is as we would wish it, international 
conscience, international finance, in- 
ternational skill, will all have been 
brought to bear in securing the means 
and facilities for the Colonies to take 
their own steps forward. But it will 
be for the colonial peoples to take the 
final steps themselves, They will have 
to build up and develop their own in- 
stitutions from the bottom. 

It will not be easy for them, but the 
task of building up the institutions 
of a free society has nowhere been an 
“easy” one; it has been the major pro- 
blem of political man since the dawn 
of society, and still remains so. It 
requires men of character, men of 
integrity, men capable of public ser- 
vice and self-sacrifice. The tragedy 
of the colonies is that the conditions 
we have imposed from the outside 
have prevented such men from emerg- 
ing, or diverted their energies into the 
wrong channels. That phase of 
history should now be gone forever. 


ESSENTIAL OIL 
OF GARLIC 


Universal Purifier 


Famous in history for 5000 years as a 
remedy for many common ills, this 
powerful natural healing agent is 
now deodorised and ‘civilised’’ for 


the use of all in 


ALLYSOL 


LIQUID, TABLETS, OINTMENT 
which impart no taint whatever to 
the breath or person. 

For Rheumatism, Catarrh, Gastric and 
Duodenal Ulcers, Colitis, Worms, 
Varicose veins, Eczema, Chilblains, etc. 


Send stamps 5d. for Two 20-page booklets 
of Lile-conserving information. 
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